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his advice. At all events, Richelieu followed Louis
to Versailles, and in an evening at the hunting-lodge
he answered the arguments of his enemies and con-
founded their devices. The Queen-mother had
committed a fatal mistake from over-confidence, and
no one of her emissaries followed Louis to Versailles
to guard against dangerous interviews. Before the
conference was ended, Louis decided to retract his
promises and to retain the Cardinal in power. A.
crowd of smiling ladies and exulting gentlemen were
gathered about Mary de' Medici, when a messenger
from the King announced that Louis had decided to
dismiss Marillac from his position. The disgrace of
her follower showed that the Queen^ schemes had
failed, and that Louis was again under Richelieu's
control. " He has dealt ill with me," she said,
." not only because I am his mother, but because he
has failed to keep his word."

The Cardinal would have met no mercy in defeat,
and he showed no mercy in victory. Marshal Maril-
lac was arrested, tried for peculation, and condemned
to death. " A man of my rank condemned for
peculation!" said the marshal; "there was not
offence enough to flog a lackey." He might have
been pardoned for making the King pay two prices
for oats and flour; such frauds were common, even
among those of high degree, but there was no for-
giveness for plotting against Richelieu. The mar-
shal's brother, who was to replace Richelieu in the
ministry designated by Mary de' Medici, was also
arrested, and he escaped the block by dying in
prison. Bassompierre, another great nobleman*er, " and this gave me anweak andtii*
